July 24, 2014

I was just elected this past Decem-
ber. Prior to that, I was in the Ala-
bama State Senate, and in our State,
the State of Alabama, as in most
States, our legislature is required to
pass a budget and appropriations bills
every year on time, and they have to
be balanced.

So every year, the Alabama Legisla-
ture passes budgets with appropria-
tions in them on time, and they are
balanced. The United States Congress
can’t do that, the greatest debating
body ever known to the world, the
United States Senate can’t do that?

I can’t imagine what the people in
my district would think if they saw the
inaction coming from the TUnited
States Senate, but they see the results
of it, and it troubles them greatly.

We have heard this song and dance
before, and most of us now know how it
is going to end. At some point—sooner,
rather than later—the House will be
forced to consider a continuing resolu-
tion to prevent a government shut-
down.

The Senate can prevent this by fol-
lowing the House in regular order,
doing the people’s work, making the
hard decisions, and advancing indi-
vidual appropriations bills, as we have
done in the House.

That is how government is supposed
to work, and that is the only way we
are going to be able to make serious re-
forms to spending programs.

I have come to this body a number of
times to offer amendments to pending
bills that would have cut spending, and
I am going to keep pushing for these
types of strategic spending reductions,
but when the Senate refuses to do its
part, it makes this process impossible.

The Senate’s inaction is going to
force those in the House to make an
unfair choice, and I ask them to act
differently for the people of this coun-
try, so we can get things done.

————

EDUCATION FIRST

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about education. A qual-
ity, affordable education is vital to en-
suring that American students are pre-
pared for the jobs of the 21st century.
For West Virginians, for Americans to
compete for jobs, they need to have the
skills, knowledge, and training to
make them attractive to employers.

Education opens doors. A diploma or
degree brings with it the promise of a
better future, better wages, a better
quality of life, a better future for one’s
family. Without a quality education,
the possibilities of life are truly lim-
ited, not limitless.

In the House of Representatives, we
are taking action today to ensure that
every American has access to quality
education and an education that is af-
fordable and understandable.

Later today, we will pass two bills to
help students pay for college and better
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manage the debt that they accrue. The
Empowering Students through En-
hanced Financial Counseling Act will
better educate students about the fi-
nancial implications of student loans
and help them borrow the money they
need, not all of the money that they
are offered.

We hear time and time again of the
crushing debt that our students are
coming out of college and higher edu-
cation with. We want to help them bet-
ter manage that and understand that.

So with counseling on the front end,
they will know what they are actually
getting into, instead of waiting until
the back end and hitting them with the
hammer of this is where you are now,
so you have got to deal with it.

We will also pass the Student and
Family Tax Simplification Act which,
very simply, makes permanent the
American Opportunity Tax Credit.

West Virginians want to work. Amer-
icans want to work. West Virginia’s
employers want to hire at home. They
want to have access to an educated
workforce, and by investing in edu-
cation, we invest in our Nation’s fu-
ture. We invest in growing our Nation’s
economy, and we invest in the future of
generations yet to come.

——
DOMESTIC ENERGY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, each day, we hear about
new opportunities as a result of devel-
oping our own domestic energy re-
sources. What we hear less about is
how many crises we have avoided as
America has moved from energy scar-
city to energy abundance.

Last week, on July 15, historian, Pul-
itzer Prize winner, and renowned en-
ergy expert Daniel Yergin stated that,
without the recent domestic boom in
o0il production, the United States would
be in deep economic trouble.

“I am convinced, were it not for
what’s happened these last few years,
we’d be looking at an oil crisis,” he
said, according to the Pennsylvania en-
ergy news publication, StateImpact,
covering Mr. Yergin’s remarks.

“We’d have panic in the public. We’d
have angry motorists. We’d have in-
flamed congressional hearings, and
we’d have the U.S. economy falling
back into a recession,” he added.

Not only that, Mr. Speaker, we have
jobs coming back to the United States
that were previously headed overseas
due to cheaper labor and other com-
petitive advantages. Today, the U.S. is
looking a bit more welcoming for busi-
nesses and job growth and for the
American worker.

From The Wall Street Journal earlier
this week, ‘“The competitive advantage
that U.S. companies will receive from
the lower cost provided by shale gas
. is attracting investment from
some of the industry’s bigger names.
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Just last week, the International En-
ergy Agency said some 30 million Euro-
pean jobs are at risk as manufacturers
of petrochemicals, plastics, and fer-
tilizers are relocating to the U.S.”

Additionally, as reported in Politico
earlier this week, ‘A strange thing
happened in the past few months as
Ukraine battled with Russian-backed
separatists, rockets flew over Israel,
and much of Iraq fell to Islamist insur-
gents: gasoline prices for U.S. motor-
ists stayed pretty much flat. The price
at the pump has even fallen in the past
week, even after Malaysia Airlines
flight MH17 exploded over Ukraine and
Israel sent ground forces into Gaza . . .
It’s yet another sign of the unexpected
changes wrought by the U.S. energy
boom, which has turned the United
States into one of the world’s largest
oil producers and the biggest producer
of natural gas.”

Mr. Speaker, the opportunities of do-
mestic energy production are apparent.
As a result, we have new opportunities
here at home and abroad. Americans
are keeping more money in their pock-
ets due to lower heating costs and
prices at the pump.

U.S. businesses are bringing oper-
ations back to the U.S. to create jobs
here at home. Companies from across
the globe are bringing their operations
to the United States, so that they can
do business at a lower cost.

American families are able to find
good-paying jobs. We are helping the
U.S. remain competitive, and we are
becoming more economically secure.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 39
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Thomas Koys, St. James at
Sag Bridge Catholic Church, Lemont,
Illinois, offered the following prayer:

Heavenly Father, I give You thanks
and I ask Your blessing upon all gath-
ered here. Lord, I beg You to enlighten
us, and I ask You to be merciful to our
country, as we strive to win that kind
of peace that You desire.

As these people debate the best ways
to order our society, give them humble
hearts to seek that order that flows
from Your supreme intelligence.

Help them to learn the lesson that
You tried to teach Your chosen people
in the time of Samuel, the prophet;
that to be the most favored nation in
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